Born and raised in Amsterdam, it is an honour to
contribute to Hoofdstad in beeld 2019.

As managing partner of Russell Advocaten and
Honorary Consul of Brazil in Amsterdam I've seen
the city change from a relatively national to a very
international place. The commercial legal profession
is following this trend too. Amsterdam attracts
foreign investors and businesses that need interna-
tional advice. Dutch employers, the real estate sector,
and owners and managers of businesses are also
more frequently operating internationally. Russell
Advocaten, a corporate/commercial law firm in the
capital for generations, the global network of
Primerus lawyers (200 law offices with 3000 lawyers
active in 40 countries).

Amsterdam remains the centre of the Dutch busi-
ness life. Many of the companies listed on the AEX
have their headquarters in the city where the stock
exchange is situated, since 1606! Since 2014, the
economy in the Amsterdam region has grown 4%
per year, thus exceeding the Dutch economy as a
whole. One important engine is the ICT-driven
service providers.

In 2017, with the help of amsterdam inbusiness, 14:3
new foreign businesses were established in Amster-
dam. With many Amsterdammers who speak English
well, good access to Schiphol, excellent cultural amenities and its favourable living conditions the city is
interesting to the international business world.

The arrival of the European Medicines Agency in 2019 is likely to promote the establishment of pharmaceutical
and medical companies. It can be expected that in the next few years even more companies will move to
Amsterdam. This will give an additional boost to the large number of financial and business service providers
and offer new opportunities for business-minded Amsterdammers.

Amsterdam’s popularity as a place to work and live creates a high demand for adequate office space, residential
property and accommodation. Unfortunately, this does not just have a positive impact on the business climate.
Rising prices could scare companies and employees, but on the other hand they are interesting for investors.

It will be necessary to look for creative solutions which make it possible to use the scarce space more efficiently
and help Amsterdam remain a healthy, sustainable city. The new North-South metro line improves mobility but
could be further extended. Another step in this direction is the construction of the Zuidasdok, the preparations
tor which are well under way.

Because of the foreign companies an increasing number of expats come to work and reside in the city, accom-
modated by the red-carpet treatment of IN Amsterdam. In 2017, these foreign companies provided almost 7,000
new jobs. As a result of growing internationalisation, more and more foreign employees are employed by Dutch
companies. Thus, 167 nationalities are currently living in Amsterdam. This leads to many very interesting legal
issues which we are asked to resolve.

Apart from international entrepreneurs and expats, Amsterdam attracts more and more tourists. Its many sights
and rich cultural life see an increasing number of visitors. It's not just the big museums (Rijks, Van Gogh and
Stedelijk) that are tourist magnets, but events such as the PAN ART Fair, the Uitmarkt, Amsterdam Dance
Event and IDFA also attract large numbers of tourists to the city.

Amsterdam and the local enterprises adapt to the international context, hopefully maintaining the openness and
tolerance that have been characteristic for the city for centuries, with the motto “Heroic, determined, mercitul!”

As a lawyer, I find it fascinating to work in such a dynamic environment and to be able to contribute to it.

My, drs. Reinzer W.L. Russell
Managing partner Russell Advocaten B.V.




